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Is the "Last Trumpet" of 1 Thessalonians 4 the 
Same as the Seventh Trumpet of Revelation? 


Sixbert SANGWA « May 20, 2024 


Understanding the symbolism of the "/ast trumpet" in 1 Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15, and the seventh 
trumpet in Revelation 11, requires a detailed examination of their respective contexts in the Bible. These 
trumpets, while all signaling divine intervention, are used to depict different events, which carry significant 


implications for Christian eschatology. 


The "Last Trumpet" in 1 Corinthians 15:52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16 


In 1 Corinthians 15:52, Paul says, "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” This verse speaks to the 
resurrection, the transformation of believers, and the rapture, when Christ returns to gather His followers. 
Similarly, in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, the Apostle Paul writes: "For the Lord himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 


clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord." 


The trumpet call mentioned in these verses aligns with the Jewish traditional use of trumpets. In Jewish 
tradition, trumpets, or shofars, served multiple purposes including calls for assembling the congregation, 
initiating journey, and signaling war. As stated in Numbers 10:1-10, there were different trumpet calls for different 
purposes. In this context, the "last trumpet" could be understood as the final call for God's people to assemble 


and begin their journey to be with the Lord. 


The Seventh Trumpet of Revelation 11:15 


The seventh trumpet in Revelation 11:15, on the other hand, represents a different event: "The seventh angel 
sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 'The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign forever and ever." This trumpet is the 
final in a series of seven trumpets that announce God's judgment on the world during the tribulation period. 
Each trumpet heralds a different aspect of God's judgment, with the seventh signaling the final stage of God's 


judgment and the establishment of His everlasting kingdom. 


Are They the Same? 


From our pre-tribulation perspective, the "/ast trumpet" mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15:52 and 1 Thessalonians 
4:16 does not refer to the same event as the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11:15. The "last trumpet" in Paul's 
letters signifies the rapture of the church, marking the gathering of God's people. Meanwhile, the seventh 
trumpet in Revelation is part of a series of judgments, signaling the culmination of God's judgment and the 
establishment of His eternal kingdom. While both trumpets signify divine interventions and pivotal shifts in the 
course of human and cosmic events, their contexts and implications differ. Hence, they are seen as distinct 


trumpets signaling different events in God's prophetic timeline. 


Conclusion and Call to Preparedness 


While these interpretations can be complex, the central message remains the same: these trumpets signal 
Significant divine interventions, underscoring God's ultimate power and sovereignty. As believers, the "/ast 
trumpet" should serve as a reminder of the promise of resurrection and rapture, urging us to live in a state of 
preparedness. As Paul encouraged the Thessalonians, "Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing" (1 |hessalonians 5:11). Regardless of the timeline, it remains our 


responsibility to live in faith and obedience, looking forward to the return of Christ. 
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